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1. BIiHlI' m~ "'l:!:D 8 t rm MORTL11 
INTRODUCTI ON 

1 , 'rne 811 DID Mort -..L· hE'.s bee n ucsi8'l'le d to p r o vi de qui ck , aocu r a t e 
a nd heavy fi r e p OHe r 8. ·~ J3 o.t t a l i on , Coop any o r Pl a t oon le ve l , in 
eve ry p hase o f war r egardless o f te r a i n . 

2 . 	 t he l i ghtnes s of e qu ipo en t , case of onr r i a ge, s iopl ic i t y 
o f deploy e nt , speed i n o.nu. ou t o f (\.otion and ti~e ,.,eigh t o f 
a coura t e and fl exi b l e f ire , i 'Ve s s al l (lisperse d un i t s a e r ati on g 
on a \-Ti de front ae,e , e l lccti V'E: heav y f i re sUIlpo r t , wi t hou t i n a ny 
way i mp a i r inG obil i t ' ~ 

J.JM-
3. The aim of t l.: .t s b r ief i s to Litre "tu c n -;s '. ,,"oLkin · knowledge of 
t b.a Rhodesic..n J\ r n y f G 0 11y . ecl i n SLll.,:::-'o rt '....eal) on . 

WEAPOli DAT 

4. ':r:he 8 1 rm Llor'~a i rJ l c..s s ecl b t he: Rhode s i a n Lrmy as E1 me d i uo 
tlo r t ar . It i s p ro c..u oe J. by Hotchki3 2- ]3 r a ndt i n Franc e , \'Tho l so 
p r oduce the 60nn Licht ':'lO r -G a r mel 'bhe 120:IJ he a ry flo r tar . Range s a re 
as f ol l ows ; 

a . 	 Maxi oum Ran[~ Long Barre l ~146 1 . 2 kg r ound - 5025m 
I,one Barrel 146 onOOl 3. 2 k round - 4515m 

'Sb.o r t Ba r re l 114 on 3. 2 kC r ou nd .. 4125 0 

b . 	 Mi n i oUL1 Ran.r;a Lon .Bo.rLc l 4.2 r oun d 75 n 

1 011 Barr el 3.2 kg r ou nd 100 !!l 


Short Barrel 3.. 2. k g round 100' 0 


c. 	 ~ : The u o.x L um ranl) o f t he Re gular Inf ant..Q- lIn1 te ' 

o orts.rs i s 1575 w ond n i nlID r e.n .::'e 1,0 0 1:1 . 


CHARACTElUf'T I CS OF 8 1 ;:u. HORTiJt 

5. 	 T.he Mo r t a r ' s o ha r ::',ateri stic s C'.re b l:oke n do,m i n t o t wo !lru't s ' 

a . 	 Fire Powe :.: . 

b . 	 lJlac ti C0.1 DSj) oyua n t • 

6 . 	 C.ha r a bt e r i s t ios OJ. Fire P over , The ' orta r CD.n f i re oor e t hen i 1renty 
r ou nds per o i uut.e , btl t owi nc to t b.e f o l lo\'Ti nc- i t is not 
p r a c t i cal to d SO l 

i. 	 i,. r.1r:1ul1i t i on SUPj' 1u . 
i i . Beeten <; one 0 the Ue o.:;'1on . 

iii. P r e i .,'!li ·t;i ,n. 	1 ro~ ' 1,; .:::or e 1 Lw 2.. t . 

b . (~hu s t he ri:~toB 	 o f fire; f or f i re pl '1nn i n i' pur poses ~~ :CC l 

i. 	 Ve r'-J pl OlT r ound per Dinut(' . 

I i i . .... , 
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: j_:i .. Normi.~ . ., , .. lds " -: :r' -- .nJ"': ]: •
".. 

.,~.i ": R .l.):Lc. '.) :" . .. : . ...r: C, ;] l .,\.' :' . T~:.!lu·.:n . 
y I '!:. tr ~f'. S (" ·1 I rL'·....n drJ i" 'r:' f1 7.clU t:: • 

c. 	 Flexibil i t. n::~lC Ilu ~ :.,c..::: e :.:.n enc:....[';e ~roc one b a sep l a te 

posi tion;- ~ny t :-,J' ,:c t L ... ::'..a."l 21.l'C of 360 be t we.e n t he ranges 

of -n00 0 <lIlO. 457 j " , i t ll ye y littl o de lc.y f o r switches . 


Le thali ty . Tho HE _v •.•~ ..~ r.::, '" l ~t;_c.l <' .1. 2 of 200 and e 
dc ng<:! r "'rea of -: JOw ! iro!"., the p : :":'1. t of i , ...rJ?art . The 
VI9El~ f use , i n the n,,) 80 02 tho round ~ en~bl es t he 
round. t o bc fi r-:;u , o i t ~ e r :18 an i:1st r.'.nte.ne OU9 r ou nd 
or with a del ey of ... 0 5 of a R C C (\~ ' ll . Thi s e l ay e n ab le s 
the r ourlcl t o ,:::w': ::['.:~ e ll.1.) "(;0 )()I... ~ r.. ;: Olferlle ad c ov e r 
before explodi nG" 

e . 	 Ab i l ity t o produce 0. Sn kr S2.~ . 

f. 	 Abil j. ty to Produce_ Li r;ht •. 

g . 	 .A.bil;i ty t o f i r e a t Un C?b_s.eF'leu T~r~~!!.!. If a t arge t . 
h as no t b een p re'viou sly rGITi s t e r ou and reoorde d t he 
Qortars can s till Gn~~ee ~ t a r ge t by neans of a predic ted 
s hoo t. Fi r e fron ~ l'l r adi o tetl shoot \<rill not. be a s effeati'Ve 
or as a ccu r a t e as o~sc~ved fire 

h. 	 L.on Tin e of Flirht. Depe~dinc on t he c l ev <:" tion of t he 

barrel n.nd~ c h;-rce u3'e cl , ~ ""lds ',·rill b ':' i.~ fli ght 

betvreen 10 and '0 s e Jy ~'l .... ~ Thus "rind c an effe c t the 

a ccur a cy of the '_'0~ '.:lC. c mlr· ~.~:'o r~bl , • 


Snall Beaten Zor.,'"' . ...t 90h tile b CCl. t. e:"'. Z'l:1e of t he o orta r 
is10n wiele· by 30D 10< :- The -o\.J ~. -'::; n 7.ono inc r ease s with 
~q.nee " 

k. 	 E.ffeot. of ~<::"~' . T\") ac::<r ::Cl 'JY and r -:1.Fd_ ~to!lcy of the nor tar 
fire i s 8er~Oi.l s . y c . . ;' ~ }t _·(l by u" GJ.!:lI!l.:'.:ut ion a.nd ooi sture 
in the barr elo 

7'. ~~~acteris tic s-..9.f T.~c.ti.O;l)_ => ~ -,) ; :::~(u-:;. -

a. 	 HiGh Tr a j e c tory". \'1" th barrl:lJ. anSles between 1370 and 2.042m. 
~hus the flort ar c an ~ 

i. 	 Be fired fran rtJhi: d h i Sh cover ... 
ii. 	 Engage t ,areo tn 1:1 · (L(; ,~(l . (f...L' U'\.L ( Gffit.. ffI'ou...'YlU iJ:lnune 

to a r t ill e r y e.r3, b r; ;Jal se c forest olearanc e . 

iii. Pr oyi de overh oad fix o support t o f r iendly force s. 
b. 	 Mobi li~o The IJo r (;c,X' C=~W' and atl::1PJ1i t i on a r e deployed 


i n one vehicle ~ whic h can 1'r i ng t Q Dorta I' in and out 

o£ act i on quickly~ T~~ n~:ta~ can also e mul e p acked, 

man p a cke d or b cr:l.C - helicopte: r" 
 Vulner abj.ll.it:;: 
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Vulnerabi lit y . Due. to the hi eh tl1o. j eowry , long t iDe. 
of fl ightpDUzzl e fl ash a.nd .Qquip1J.ent , the oorta.r i 5 
very vuln rable f r on enany obs er vat ion end oounter 
b onbo.rdnen t , 

d . 	 'Hei p:ht of Stores" Should the oorta.r have to b e nanpaolced. 
t he weight of stores 1in£~ the SO Ol ~ o£ noyenent and 
hel p is needed to carry annunition . Wei ghts are as 
f oll ow' ; 

i. ]3n.sepl · t e 	 14.5 kg. 

i i . Bi pod 	 12.7 kG. 

iii. J3arre l (lon. barrel 16 . 4 kG­, 
iVa Box of six r ounds 3-0 ke, 

AMMUN~TION OF TEE 810.0. MORTlJl. 

e. The 8100 Dort«r can f i re the fo 1lowin -by-pes of aQIjJ'Wli.tj,on: 

a.. 	 Hi&h explos i ve r ound 157D(weieht 3.2 kg) ....;i t h t o'l i t e 
filler . 

b. 	 Hi gh exp l os i ve ool our round(~l oura, red , ye l low, greeza; 
a.nd blue ). 

c.. 	 Snoke r ound M57D (we i gh t } . 2! . kg) with a 'li t e.niun 
Tetraohloride f i l ler . 

d. 	 I 1l uninat i ng r ou1:ld variable tined (not available in 
Rhodesia ) e 

e. 	 Bloak Powder round explosi ve wi th blaok powder 
f iller (used for arking and raotioe ). 

f. Practioe Inert round(~sed onl y fo r praotices) . 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

9. Thes e are a few t erns for the students 'danoe whils t 
oper a t in - with mortars~ 

a.. 	 Mobile Fire Controller ( ME'G) " A f ire oont r o1ler IJovi ng 
WIth t roops -wi"t1i the ·t~·8 .of engagin& opport uni ty 
t nrffets for the infantryo 

b. 	 Mort a r Ob crvC'.tion Post., A -fire controller. wi thin ~ ,­
t he f orward 'edge or-Battl e ar ea , III 0. s tatic pos i t i on, 
wit h t he t ask of controllinff a fi r e ~lan nnd engaging 
opportuni t y taraots" 

c. 	 it PIc.toon of Nor tar.s., Six 810n (Rhodes i an Aroy , Seo. i~ppx. A) . 

A Group of Mortnrs . Mor t ars can eith r be grouped as twa 
groups of three ar one group of foux and a se~tion. 

e . 	 i ;, Sec t i on ..9 f Mor_tar~ T-;fO 8100 oorto.rs , t hi s is the 
snallest fi re unit nc'tu<'llly ~eployed in liruited war. 

If . A. . _•••••• 
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t. 	 ~ De taohoent of Mortars. One 8100 Da r t er, t his w~11 only 
be depl byed in COIN. 

g. 	 Link Shoot. This :Ls t he t ero used "'hen two or oore­

fire units engage t he sane t a r ge t froD di£ferent· bas a 

pl ate posLtions . 


h. 	 Base Pla te i bs i tion. h posi t ion on t he oun<1 enconpassing all 
the Dort ars of a fire uni t, 

j . 	 Control Post Oper ator . Nornally a oQrporal who 
control s the Dar t er fi r e uni t on a bas e pl at e posi tion. 
lie i s responsible for oonverting t he sw.:itohes gi ven by the 
Fire Controller, with the us e of a cooputins board, to el evat10a 
and defleot ion on the Dor t a r sights. 

\o{ARNING 

10. OWing to tho e ffeot af wind, non-o a.libration nnd hunan e ~ro,Z' 
the nortar oust· be re.nged onto the tar get. before eff ective fire ean be 
guarMtaed. 
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APPENDIX A_TO A BIUEF 
ON TlIE 81lID MO:R!lM.R. 

1/ 

PI oond 	 (8 .b..} 9 
/ ,-, . ~rPI 2 I Q j ~ • 

Tlv-r/Op ( :ror i ton ) (8 TIl2 8 or A1., 

"Radio Op e ~tt ) ~: (2 x te l ephon e's ,I 	 *Storeo an_ *(2 x r eel s of s i gnal 

Dri-ver(for ). ton) 1> '\ cw.bIe 
l tom 
3 -ton res <WIl Q 

No 1. SEC!! 	 No 3 SEe~ 
aea~ Qcctd ( SR A39) 

•• • • »UP :.se. 

No 1 DET CONTROL POS'! N.o, 2 :QE'r 
I 

~ . 	 • 
1 x -1 81:mo oorta~_ Sec t 21aj 2 x SR a39 1 x 81nn Mortar 
No 1 Sect Cpl 1 x SR A60 No 1 
No 2: *a x 1 te l ephones No 2: 
No 3 -;2 x ree l s of siGnal No y 

Dvr cable Dvr

1i t on 120 rda 1t ton 1~ r ds. 

(96 HE t 2.4 Sok) ( 96 HE , 24 SDk) 


*1 RLR only 
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